



The APC handy Linux reference card 


EVERYDAY COMMANDS AND SWITCHES 


The following list of commands shows some of the switches available for each command. 
All commands, filenames, directory names, usernames and passwords are case sensitive 


under Linux. Those commands requiring root access (see the su command) to operate are 


marked by ©. 


Navigation/file manipulation 
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cd [directory] 
mkdir [directory] 
cp [source] [target] 
cp -R [source] [target] 
mv [source] [target] 
rm [filename] 

rm -rf [directory] 
cat [filename] 

more [filename] 

vi [filename] 

locate [filename] 
locate -u -e /mnt 

In -s [source] [link] 
man [command] 


Command completion, the golden key. 
Command history, the silver key! 

List files for the current directory. 

List all files in long format for current directory. 
Change directory. 

Create new directory. 

Copy a file to another file or directory. 
Recursively copy files and directories 

Move file, as with copy, but delete source. 
Delete a file. 


Recursively and forcibly delete an entire directory structure. 


View file contents. 

View file contents incrementally. 

Quick text editor to view/edit file contents. 
Find all instances of a file. 

Update the locate database for Linux system. © 
Create a symbolic link. 

View the manual page for a command. 


MOUNTING 


Mounting is the process of attaching external file systems to the Linux file system hierarchy. 


If you wish to access other partitions on your system, or use removable media such as 
CD-ROMs and floppies, you'll need to use the mount command. Some Linux distributions 
automate the task of mounting and unmounting file systems in the X Window System. 


Mounting involves specifying the file system type, the device to be mounted and the 


mount point: 


mount -t [filesystem] [device] [mountpoint] 


Available file systems include iso9660, ext2, vfat, ntfs and smbfs. A device can be any 
partition, CD-ROM, floppy or Jaz drive, network file system and so on. The mount point 
can be any empty directory, usually created under /mnt. 


To unmount a device, use the command: umount [device] 


Common uses: 


Mounting a CD-ROM 
Mounting a floppy 
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mount -t iso9660 /dev/cdrom /mnt/cdrom 
mount -t vfat /dev/fd0 /mnt/floppy 
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FILE SYSTEM 


/bin 
/sbin 


/boot 
/dev 


/etc 


/home 
/lib 


/mnt 
/proc 
/root 


/usr 
/usr/local 


/var 


/tmp 


Where binary (executable) files are stored. 

Can be found throughout the Linux file system. 

As with /bin, except for storing binary files to be used 

by the system administrator. 

Bootup files, such as the kernel, are stored here. 

The device directory holds files that represent devices, 
such as hard drives or soundcards, on the Linux system. 
The etc directory and subdirectories store the majority of 
configuration files on a Linux system. 

Home directories for all user accounts can be found here. 
The lib directory holds shared libraries used by various 
applications. Also found throughout the Linux filesystem. 
Attached file systems are connected to directories created 
here, such as CD-ROMs and floppies. 

A powerful virtual file system containing files that 
represent various runtime aspects of a Linux system. 
Contains files belonging to the root user 

(the system administrator). 

Used to store all user-based files. 

The /usr/local directory is often used as a standard 
installation directory for user-installed applications. 
Contains files which change over time, such as spools 
and system logs. 

Used by the system and users to store temporary files. 














Process management 


ps x 
ps aux 

top 

kill [process id] 
kill -9 [process id] 
& 


Administration 


su [optional username] 
adduser [username] 
passwd [username] 
passwd 

du 

df 

chmod [+-rwx] [filename] 
e2fsck [device] 

rpm -ivh [RPM file] 

rpm -Uvh [RPM file] 

rpm -e [program] 

rpm -qi [program] 

tar -zxvf [.tar.gz archive] 
shutdown -r now 


/etc/lilo.conf 
/etc/fstab 
/etc/smb.conf 
/etc/modules 
/etc/X11/XF86Config 
/etc/hosts 


/etc/inittab 


/etc/rc.d/rc.local 


/etc/cron.* 


~/.bashre 
/var/log/messages 







Australian 


Personal 
C 


omputer 





USEFUL SITES 


Linux.com 
www.linux.com 


Linux HOWTO 
www.linux-howto.com 


Slashdot.org 
slashdot.org 


Freshmeat.net 
freshmeat.net 


Themes.org 
themes.org 
Linuxberg 


www.linuxberg.com 


Australian kernel archive 
ftp.au.kernel.org 


CONFIG FILES 





Display current running processes. 

More informative ps display. 

Automated process display. 

Kill specified process. 

Kill stubborn process. 

Append '&' after a command to background the process. 


Login as specified user. Defaults to logging in as root. 
Create a new account. © 

Change password of specified user. 9 

Change password of current account. 

Report disk usage of files and directories. 

Report disk free space for all mounted devices. 
Change access permissions for a file. 

Run Ext2 file system check on specified device. 9 
Install a new application from RPM file. @ 
Upgrade an existing application. © 

Uninstall an application. © 

Query if an application is installed. 

Untar and unzip a .targz file. 

Shutdown the Linux system immediately. 


Configures LILO, the Linux Loader. 
Configures automatically mounted file systems. 

Configures Samba for Windows file sharing over network.s 
Specifies which modules to load at boot time. 

Specifies configuration options for the X Windows System. 
Lists the names and IP addresses of other machines on a 
local network. Use to resolve names to IP addresses. 

Edit the initdefault line to specify which runlevel to boot 
into. Use runlevel 5 (default for many current distributions) 
for a graphical bootup or runlevel 3 to boot to console. 
Add any extra startup commands and programs here. 

The rc.local file is executed last in the bootup process. 

The cron directories hold scripts that are executed hourly, 
daily, weekly and monthly. Use to schedule applications 

to run at specified intervals. 

Configures options for the bash shell for your account. 

Not a configuration file, but one worth keeping an eye on 
— everything that happens on your Linux system is 
logged here. 
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Linux.com is an excellent site for beginners to learn more 
about Linux and how to make the most of it. If anyone 
asks you what Linux is about, direct them here. 


The Linux HOWTO page is one you should always keep 
bookmarked. The HOWTO documents will answer just 
about any question when it comes to configuring Linux. 


The premiere news site for Linux users and IT enthusiasts 
in general. News for nerds. Stuff that matters. 


Slashdot's twin, and focusing purely on new program 
releases, Freshmeat is another site to bookmark. 


The only site you need to visit to spice up your desktop. 
Hundreds of themes are catalogued here for a variety of 
window managers. 


Linuxberg is the Tucows for Linux. A well designed site 
that's easy to navigate and, with Australian mirrors, fast. 


When you want to download the latest stable or 
development kernel fast, the Australian kernel archive is 
your source. 














